Reconstructing a life from the archives ...

With reference to sources on the First World War

Christine M Bramble




Points for discussion in this session

Authenticity of material

Facts versus supposition

Working with a family archive

Planning - identifying the elements of a person’s story that will make a reader want to
turn the page.

Where you go looking for material on people who served in WW1




A work in progress ...

Newcastle Hospital to Buckingham Palace

By Christine M Bramble

Unless otherwise stated all

photos and doct
the private archive of Ida

Greaves & family

Image courtesy Greaves family archive,

* How did | come to be working on a my first biography

* The work has been many years in the making — research for exhibition at
Newcastle Regional Museum

* Graduate Nurses’ Assoc — grant to publish my research as “Sisters of the
Valley” book, featuring almost 80 women from the HV

* Led to a website —was contacted by several members of the family, and
eventually loaned the Greaves Archive - over 300 items, photos and
documents, relating mainly to the life of IMG but also her sister Susie and
other family members)

* How did | know that the material | was lent was genuine?

* It fitted what | had already learnt about Ida Greaves, was coming from
several family members not just one, some of whom had the Greaves
surname, photos were consistent with what | already knew of her story, the
documents were genuine based on my knowledge of WW1 gained from
previous research.

* Was once offered a transcript of diary of “the last person to evacuate
ANZAC” — there have been lots of them, might have been genuine but
there was little background on which to assess it.



Fort William [Scotland] 18" Aug 1912

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

A glimpse at the material ...
One of the albums spans the period 1912 when Ida Greaves was working in London,
to 1917 when she was serving at a casualty clearing station, so there is a sharp

transition ...

Being a tourist in the UK.



Undated, c.1913. [Ida as a spectator at Boy Scouts event]

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Social activities, possibly in London.



S S Greta at Cowes Aug[ust] 23'@ 1914

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

The excitement of preparation to embark for France and the war zone ...



Sisters’ quarters cleaning boots
[St Nazaire France Sept-Oct 1914]

The reality of camp life



Refugees from Belgium / 28.10.14.
[St Nazaire railway station]

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Things seen along the way



Patients
[Australian Voluntary Hospital, France]

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

The reality of the damage to soldiers



In reply Guaser-
The Becretary, (c.2.)
¥ar Office. 7th July, 1918,

Madem,

I am directed to inform you that the King has
been plemsed to signify his gracious intention to decorate
you with the Royal Red Cross and I sm accordingly to
Tequest that you will mttend at Buckingham Palace on
Monday next the 12th instant at 11 a.m.

A card for the Investiture is enclosed.

Kurees Uniform should be worn. ¢

It 1s Tequested that you will acinowledge the
receipt of this letter by return of post.

I em,
Mades,
Your obedient Servant,

Miss Ids Greaves, [ R.C e
Australien Voluntery Hospitel,
22, Eigh Street,
Xarylebone
Lopdon,

Letter of invitation to attend investiture at Buckingham Palace

greatwarnurses.com

And some quite unusual documents ...
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Some correspondence from lda but tends to be on the back of postcards and is quite
brief like this one, gives just a glimpse of what she is doing / thinking



Ida Mary Greaves RRC

1875 Born Newcastle, daughter of John William Greaves accountant & Secretary of
Newcastle Gas & Coke Co (grandfather William Greaves was a convict!)

1904 Graduated Newcastle Hospital, accepted as member of Australasian Trained
Nurses’ Assoc. First appointment as matron of a country hospital.

1910 Arrived London, worked in private nursing until August 1914

1914 Late August, arrived France as matron of the Australian Voluntary Hospital
(AVH), tasked with caring for casualties from war with Germany. First colonial unit
in the field in Europe.

1915 June, mentioned in despatches

1915 July, awarded Royal Red Cross by King George V at Buckingham Palace

1917 November, mentioned in despatches

1918 March, evacuates casualty clearing station under enemy fire.

1919 Returned to Newcastle. Continued working as a nurse until retirement. Never
married.

1954 Died Sydney

Facts v supposition ...

Some background facts on my subject, Newcastle born Ida Mary Greaves RRC MID,
will help to put the archive in context ...

When it comes to piecing together the life of an individual, there are facts that are
beyond dispute and there are suppositions the writer can make, but they are not to
be confused with facts.

Most of the above can be verified from documents, eg births, marriages & deaths,
government gazettes.

Facts by themselves can make for a very boring story - But what do these facts
suggest to us, if anything, about the character of my subject?

12



23 December

1910-
1912

1909-
1910

Source / notes

IMG arrived Londonper Orsova UK, Incoming Passenger Lists, 1878-1960 UK

IMG sent postcard with ‘good Family archive, Red folder item 12. Message referstoa
luck’ wishes to SEG, addressed to  stop at Perth, which is not listed as a port of voyage of
SEG at Pipitea Pah Zara Street—  the Orsovaarrived London 23 December 1910 (see
postcard is postmarked above.)

Colombo, date illegible.

Did IMG have any involvement
with the Bush Nursing Scheme
before leaving Australia? She
would in any case have known of
Lady Dudley already through the
ANJ.

IMG Was living in London Address and date on inside cover of photo album
belonging to IMG in family archive, Green Album

A detailed timeline is useful — a way of sorting your notes on a person’s life

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com
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Refugees from Belgium / 28.10.14.
[St Nazaire railway station]

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Facts v supposition ...

Let’s go back to this image. What insight might it give into Ida’s values and attitudes?
Can we say for certain “this is how she felt or thought in choosing to include it in her
album? Only if there is other corroborating evidence. What might that be? One is
entitled to build up a picture based on a number of pieces of evidence.

14



In their own words ...

War is the most horrible thing and | can’t think why it should be necessary ...
you can’t imagine anything so pathetic as they [the wounded] were, worn out
and wearied and longing for rest. Their faces will always haunt me.

(Ida Greaves, letter to family member) 13 September 1914

Our Matron was splendid all though it all. She was here, there and
everywhere, helping in every way and always so cheerful.

(Staff Nurse Ella Redman, on the evacuation of No 38 CCS under fire 1918)

Has taken the greatest care in safeguarding the health of her nursing staff

(OC No 15 CCS referring to the influenza epidemic 1918, quoted from service
record)

This lady makes a very successful matron
(Director General of Medical Services, 1919 , quoted from service record)

There are some clues in things that she said herself and what her contemporaries
said about her. This is a selection.



Facts v. supposition — why was Ida Greaves appointed Matron
of the AVH? | don’t know for certain but ...

Matron Ida Greaves (centre) and nurses of the AVH,
Southampton 27 August 1914, on the eve of
departure for Le Havre in France.

Facts v. supposition

* Why was Ida appointed matron of the hospital? | have not come across any
documentation of this. There were 17 other trained nurses, the other women in
this photo were the senior sisters of the AVH. But younger than IMG, who was 39.

16



Before August 1914 ... work

2 ,y“‘, 6, Harley Street,
s Cavendish Square,
el W.

July 30tn 1613

It gives me the greatest possidle pleasure to
Apeak in the Nighest terms of the Misses Oreaves.  Tney
Rave Doth Worked for me for some considerable time and
displayed marked capabiiity in their mursing, ey are
TOSt thorough and conscientious, and kind to their patients,
and in short are most excellent nurses. I wish them every

suctess in their new sphere ami can most comially recommend

/‘ ';\4’(}‘{ 71?‘\- 2

them,

—

“Misses Greaves” refers to
Ida and her sister Susie, also
a trained nurse.

The reference is signed by Dr
Jervois Aarons.

Facts v. supposition

* Jervois Aarons was an Australian born doctor trained in Edinburgh and specialising
as an obstetrician & gynaecologist. He was a consultant to the Queen’s physician,
so it is likely that the patients he refers to in this reference were the titled and
famous. For him as for Ida, the great city of London [biggest in the world at the
time] was a magnet. IMG’s address book contains some clues.

17



Before August 1914 ... contacts
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Pages from Ida Greaves’ address book

Facts v. supposition

* Atitled lady — Lady Gaskell, later a woman of the bed chamber to Queen Mary.
* An Australian journalist and Suffragette working in London — Sumner Locke

* On other pages, as well as Australian addresses:
* More titled ladies
* Mrs Arthur Popplewell, a well-known opera singer who became a member
of the executive committee of the AVH, said to have been the very close
friend of Sir Robert Lucas-Tooth, the Australian beer magnate who had
moved to England in retirement.
* Addresses of women in the posh parts of London and the home counties.

* Supposition — Ida was probably well-connected in upper class circles

18



Another Novocastrian in London in 1914 ...

Lt Colonel William L'estrange Eames CBE VD; A
Boer War veteran, appointed Commanding
Officer of the Australian Voluntary Hospital

— he was also a Newcastle doctor with long
standing connections to Newcastle Hospital.

Facts v. supposition

The CO of the hospital was Lt Colonel William Eames, who was on leave from NH and
would have had Ida as a student when she was a trainee!

19



Driving force behind formation of the AVH ...

Rachel, Lady Dudley, wife of former
governor-general of Australia
Image: State Library NSW

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Facts v. supposition

* A high society lady, wife of a former Gov Gen of Australia.
* When war broke out in August 1914, she rallied her Australian contacts in London to raise
the funds for a field hospital.

* So why do you think Ida was chosen as the Matron?
Probably a combination of:

* Seniority and experience

¢ Good references / reputation in the right circles — perhaps IMG had more than one
grateful patient from amongst the ranks of the aristocracy

* hence a nurse trained in far away Newcastle Hospital, NSW, had an excellent claim on the
job of matron!

20



The medals of Ida Mary Greaves RRC

British War Medal

Victory Medal &
oak leaf clasp

1914 Star

Working with a family archive — own family or someone else’s!

* Respect the copyright owner! Acknowledge the source.

* Don’t get involved in family disputes about ownership of material!

* People needsto know how you will use the material — article, book, website,
public talk

* Reconciling contradictions — be up front with the family, explain the facts that bring
you to a certain conclusion

* Family recollections can help you form a view of the character of your subject

21



Outline of chapters

Antecedents, family, early life and training; context of Newcastle / NSW /
Australia / the world

At work and leisure in Europe to the outbreak of War and departure for
France; context of the Edwardian world & path to war

Into a war zone — first months as matron of the Australian Voluntary
Hospital; context of the progress of the war

Mentioned-in-dispatches and summoned to Buckingham Palace — the
investiture and attendant celebrations; context — Imperial honours
Mentioned-in-dispatches yet again — Ida’s experiences in the latter years of
the war; context of the progress of the war

Homecoming, working life and retirement; context of Australia in the post-

war years.

22



Wimereux, Channel Coast of France

Image courtesy Greaves family archive

Tents after a gale

Planning — choosing incidents, periods in a person’s life that are most significant /
most interesting

The story of a person’s wartime experiences can be quite dark. So it’s good if you can
find opportunities for comic relief. People researching an ancestor’s war service
sometimes find this in their service record when there’s a reference to minor bad
behaviour such as being confined to barracks for going absent without leave.

There is an intriguing photo and accompanying story in photos from 1914 when the
Australian Voluntary Hospital had become established on the Channel coast near

Boulogne. Several photos in Ida’s album provide context.

This is what remained of some of the staff tents after a storm.

23



Boulogne, Channel Coast of France

Image: Greaves family archive

Sea breaking over road into Boulogne

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

And this is another example of the wild weather in that part of France.

24



According to “Banjo” Paterson ...
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Collapsed Wall in Attic after a Storm AVH

This is the photo that raises a question for me. The Australian poet and war
correspondent AB Paterson was attached to Ida’s hospital for some weeks as an
ambulance driver. In his book Happy Despatches Paterson writes that:

“A parson with no job but any amount of influence got himself sent over somehow,
and as the hospital was full he had to be put to sleep in a little cubby-house on the
top floor. A terrific storm came in the night and blew down a brick wall on the
parson’s bed, crushing it flat to the floor. There was a great rush to dig out the
corpse; butthe parson was not there — had not occupied his bed that night. This
drew from the matron the acrid comment: ‘I wish | knew whose bed he was in.””

Does this photo relate to that incident or is it just a coincidence? The individual
appears to be a member of the clergy and appears in other photos of hospital staff in
clerical attire. But would this photo really have been taken if the story was true? Was
ABP embroidering the truth for comic effect? It’s a lesson to treat other people’s
accounts with a bit of caution!

25



Resources to get started on researching individuals who
served in WW1

* Military museums especially the Australian War Memorial
* National, State & local Archives & libraries
* Commonwealth War Graves Commission records

* National Library of Australia— TROVE!

Some of the material especially on websites is free, some you have to pay for in one
way or another — you can search for free at the UK National Archives in Kew, but it
will cost you an airfare and accommodation — cheaper to pay to download the
material you are looking for!



rid War Embarkat

Search for a person

Pre WW1 Conflicts Nominal
Rolls

WW1 Embarkation Rolls

WW1 Nominal Roll

Roll of Honour

Commemorative Roll

WW1 Red Cross files

WW2 PoWs

Honours & awards

Australian Naval force records
Research Centre

Family history

Grants, scholarships and
residencies

People profiles

Thomas Peter M

awmgovau

Home / People / Search for a person / First World War Embarkation Rolls: Thomas Peter

ney | Australian War Memoria

Hilink

oA AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

Home About Blog Centenary Visit Commemoration War history %Y

Thomas Peter Mofoney

Service Number: 6736
Rank: Private

Roll title: 8 Field Ambulance (n.d.)

Conflict: First World War, 1914-1918
Date of embarkation: 10 November 1915
Place of embarkation: Melbourne

Ship embarked on: HMAT Ascanius A11

Digitised Record

View digitised record (315

Back to the First World War Embarkation Rolis search

* About the First World War Embarkation Rolls
« Browse by unit

Details of annrmximatelv 330 000 AIF nersannal racordad As thev

Collection

Signin

Education Shop Contact

Related information
Conflict

First World War,
1914-1918

Place

Melbourne

Anzac Connections

View Anzac Connections
personnel

External resources.

Researching Australian
military service: Introduction

What the embarkation roll of the AIF can tell you ...
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Embarkation roll of the First AIF
https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war_embarkation/
http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

What the columns show — regimental number, name, rank, age, occupation, marital
status, address, next of kin and address, religion, date of joining, rate of pay.
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Hitink. | A Search the First World War Nominal .. | 4

€ O B a awm.gov.au. 5] R

oA AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL

signin

Home About Blog Centenary Visit Commemoration War history Collection ~ Education Shop Contact

Home / People / Search for a person / Searc! e rid ninal Roll
Seerch for & parson Search the First World War About units
Bre 1 Confics Norina Nominal Roll Ausirslian mittay unts
olis.

Unit war diaries
WW1 Embarkation Rolls

moroney, thomas peter
WW1 Nominal Roll Hame:

About the war
About the roll EX3

P Australian military history
overview

Commemorative Roll Search Results Official histories

WW1 Red Cross files The following ay contain relevant information

WW2 PoWs laying 1o 1 of 1 resut
Department of Veterans®
Honours & awards Page (file)  Firstname onRoll  First name on next Roll ot
Australlon Navel forcerecords| 57,430 Moroney, Leo Alfred  Morphett, Norman Alexander Second World Wer e
Research Centre Korean War &
« About the First World War Nominal Roll Vietnam Ware?
Family history « Search tips Gulf War &
Grants, scholarships and Details of approximately 324,000 AIF personnel, recorded to assist with
residencies their repatriation to Australla from overseas service following the First
World War. More information

People profiles

List of names on the nominal roll was compiled as troops were returning to Australia

— so details don’t necessarily match details when joining, eg rank, unit.
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Nominal roll of the First AIF

https://www.awm.gov.au/people/roll-search/nominal_rolls/first_world_war/

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com
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slady el -
National Archives of Australia — service records

http://www.naa.gov.au/collection/search/index.aspx
http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

You can drill deeper with the person’s service record from the National Archives.
Typically they are about 20 pages, but with huge variation either way.
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National Archives of Australia — service records
http://www.naa.qov.au/collection/search/index.aspx

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Casualty form — record of movement, sickness, leave etc
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National Archives of Australia — service records
http://www.naa.qov.au/collection/search/index.aspx

te Jlleygreatwa

Last page of service record is often this one, providing information on repatriation, eg
ship, date of disembarkation, entitlement to medals.
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@ Basic search | RecondSearch | National Archives of Australia - Mozilla Firefox

[ Search the col National Archi. i) Basic search | RecordSearch | Nationa.
* @ B @ ecodseachnaagovause

| NATIONAL

ARCHIVE
et Gt ARCHIVES RecordSearch

Your story, our history

Mewdy scanned records

(=[]

A B

Register
Login name

Password
Login | Fargot details?

Forum View hy

[ p—

Help

eywords John Smith

1914 1o 1919

Advanced search for items

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com
y

Passenger

Bringing Them Home name index

Try basic search.
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@ Items listing - Mozilla Firefox

| 2 Searchth cotction - Nationl Avci.. - | 3 nems s +

¢ » O B @ earch.naa.gov.au/se ¢ B-c A
A ] NATIONAL s Becies
e b

wemmaeesse | IIRASCHEVES RecordSearch —

Your story, our history o] Forgot detais? |=

Newly scanned records  RecordSearch Forum  View previous searches

_ Advanced search NameSearch PhotoSearch Passenger arrivals index

Help
New search Refine search Vie Re! to search result
Display 20 [ search results per page Ko« » o List report
Detail t
Displaying 110 20 of 1227 s repor
Select Series Control Item title Date  Digitised PDF Item Format
no. symbol range item barcode

Al 1916/6757  John Smith - Naturalization 1916 % 34248
L 1916
Al 1919/6841 J.S. John Souza Smith Naturalization 1919 % 37619
3 [ Local W 1919
Al 1930/2407  John F. Smith - Naturalisation 1914 @ 44893
L 1930 S

http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

Be prepared to scroll through a lot of results!
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@ items listing - Mozilla Firefox

[&] Search the collection ~ National Archi.

Ttems listing

¢ ® B | @ recordsearchnsagovausearchiRe

,@x H NATIONAL
wmmoeii | T2 SHIVES

Your story, our history

RecordSearch

Newly scanned records

Login name

Password

AP

a2

Register

Login | Forgot details?

Forum  View previous searches

Help

index

New search Refine search

Display 20 || search results per page
Displaying 41 to 60 of 1227

Select Series Control Item title
no. symbol

Return to search res!

OList report
Details report

Daterange Digitised PDF Item
item barcode

B2455 SMITHA  Smith Alexander - SERN 5201 : POB Woodstock VIC : POE Perth circa1914 -

WA : NOK F Smith John James

circa1920

B2455 SMITHA  Smith Alexander : SERN 12410-5899 : POB Hindmarsh SA : POE circa1914 -

Oaklands SA : NOK F Smith John circa1920
B2455 SMITHA  Smith Alexander John : SERN 3926 : POB Jerilderie NSW : POE circal914 -
J Melbourne VIC : NOK M Robertson J J circa1920
http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

@\

1743115

1743121

1743132

Format

B2455 is the series number for service records.
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A Australian Imperial Force unit war diarie... | 4

€ o B a awm.gov.ay

T v g vy

8 AR B
Description

This series comprises the War Diaries created by the units of the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) during the
First World War. While on active service, Army headquarters, formations and units were required to keep unit

war diaries recording their daily activities. These diaries were arranged by nit and covered the period of one
month at a time.

The content of the war diaries generally consist of war diary or inteligence summary sheets located at the
beginning of each diary which record the date of each entry, the unit's location, a summary of events and any
remarks or references to appendices. The appendices, which make up the larger part of each diary, may
include orders, despatches, instructions, reports, telegrams, and decisions taken; dally situation reports; staff
duties: accounts of operations; changes in establishment or strength; and a summary of information received.

More.
Information Introduction o the series AWM4
Navigation

Australian Imperial Force unit war diaries, 1914-18 War

AWM4 Ciass 1 - Formation Headquarters
AWM4 Class 2 - Ordnance
AWM4 Class 3 - Provost
AWM Class 4 - Claims
AWM4 Class 5 - Pay

AWM4 Class 6 - Chapiains
AWM4 Class 7 - Chemical
AWM4 Class 8 - Flying Corps
AWM4 Class 9 - Cavalry
AWM4 Class 10 - Light Horse
AWM4 Class 11 - Camel Corps
AWM4 Class 12 - Cyclists
AWM4 Class 13 - Artiliery

AWM War diaries https.//www.awm.gov.au/collection/awm4/

AWM has made many of the unit diaries from WW1 available online — sometimes
includes names of individuals but just as important tells you where a unit was and

what was happening. Warning — some are short on detail, dependent on how diligent
the CO was!



WAR DIARY
> : INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY

2 Australian Casualty Clearing Station July 1917
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2 Australian Casualty Clearing Station
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July 1917

Report of an air raid on the hospital.

39



ORY_OP TI} 204 AUSTRALIAN

UNCFFICIAL I
CASUALTY CLEARTNG STATION.

EROLOTE:
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UNOFPICIAL HISTORY OF 1'% 2nd ADSTRALIAY
CASUALTY CLEARTNG STATION

PasT 1.

By

The 0.C. = Lt. Col. H.5. Stasy.

An informal account found by searching Trove.
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A The National Archives

You are here: Home > Records > Our onkine records

. Help and advice
Our online records P E——
Looking for a place? »

Looking for a subject? »

Complete guidance A-Z »

Popular records

w Cabinet papers »
ensus

i ) ~ =4

http://www.nationalarchives.qov.uk/records/our-online-records.htm

Quite a number of Australian men and women joined British units. | find the UK
archives website is not as easy to search as NA Australia — similar records — service
records, unit diaries - start with a person, move on to unit if you know it, [looking for
a subject]

Some records destroyed in the blitz —luckily for my research, nurses service records
mostly survived.

If you can’t find the service records, you may still be able to find the medal card,
which gives info about what unit someone was in.

NA UK are in process of digitising unit diaries, some already online, so this is another
avenue to explore.
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A The Natior

Auchives | Search res

€ oB nationalarchives gov.uk/

Filter results

Held by ®

© The National Archives (1)

© Available for ¢

ownload only (1)

© Other archives (1)

Date ®

1950+ (1)

1925 - 1949 (1)
1900 - 1924 (2)
1800 - 1899 (1)

4 J/wana stinnale 2 i
http://www.nationalarchive

Servic

S.gov.uk/re

=

Records 2 Record creators 0

Descriptions of records and information about how to access them

1-20f2results Sortedby: Relevance ~| simpleview Print

Export results

Medal card of Greaves, Ida Mary. Corps: Australian
Volunteer Hospital Havre. Rank: Nurse....

War Office: Service Medal and Award Rolls Index, First World War.
Women's Services, Distinguished Conduct Medals and Military
Medals. Medal card of Greaves, Ida Mary. Corps Regiment No Rank
Australian Volunteer Hospital Havre Nurse. Australian Volunteer
Hospital Nurse.

Held by: The National Archives - War Office, Armed Forces, judge
Advocate General, and related bodies
Date: 1914-1920
Reference: WO 372/23/16818 =

rch-guides/medals-british-armed

ords/resea

es-campaign-service.htm#
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- Medall mu‘-' | " Page.

© Enm

i : . T ‘ W[A/ ”/I/?f‘

[MAB Service:

‘Eagla House Spa
Went Midlands B

Example of medal card of member of British forces in WW1

SEBOED

Catalogue Reference:W0/372/23

Images of medal cards are scans of photocopies of photocopies ... So not great
quality, but provide some basic information.



http://huntervalleygreatwarnurses.com

British service records set out v. similar Australian — using same or similar forms!
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Surname

Forename / Initials © 9 Initials Forename:

Country (commemorated i) Plo:

Cemetery or memorial

ase select

War  Please select -

Date of death: (starting) ©
Date of death: (ending) @

Served with

Served in

United Kingdom Forces
Australian Forces

New Zealand Forces

Ammy
Air Force
Nevy

Canadian Forces
Indian Forces
Sauth African Forces

Merchant Navy
Civilian War Dead

Miscellaneous
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@ Newspapers - Advanced Search - Trove - Mozilla Firefox

| B Newspapers - Advanced Search - Trove x | Hilink o
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Advanced search - Digitised newspapers and more
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The Maitland Weekly Mercury (NSW : 1894 - 1931), Saturday 22 December 1917, page 5

| VICTORIA CROSS HERO.
{CAPTAIN JEFFRIES, OF ABERMAIN, -
n the new list of nwnnh for bravery on the

bq'maﬁeld appears the name of the late Cap-
4din Clarence 8. Jeflries, son of Mr. Joshun

lieries, l'lw Lins awarded  the Vietol
Cross for Di gplhmq in sction. 7
’ﬂnl olicul dehnl. regarding his Lravery
read as follow:—When his company was held
machine gun firo from concreto “em-
nts, he organised nfurty, rushed the
omp!mxmmt and on t\-nd our maching_guns
ers, holed his- zampany,
undtr l:eavy nrt.yllery and machine-gun fire,
mthoitchm. Later he I led ‘an_ i cki on
anonl.:er machi

l|-ar:, and A

m ﬁq mum md was engaged l'ar some time
e: Instructional Staff before’ enlmmg Bn
hﬂ,‘ th the 84th Battalion ov,May 2,
th' the rank of Firsg Lioutenant, and nn«f
u;lﬂ-o battalion up to Juu-, 1017, whon_ Lo
was seriously wounded in the battle’ of: Mes-
sines; In. recognition of du splondid work done

rank of Captain, -On recovering, le returned
to his battinon, and mmni-od \mM Inu du*ln.
Ho Wns o vgry nn'miunz young.nfan, ‘and '
mnst . eapa >

Accessed from Trove 19 March 2015
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